Broads Authority

24 March 2006

Agenda Item No 17

Boat Safety Management Group: Terms of Reference

Report by Waterways Officer 

	Summary:
This report sets out the Terms of Reference as proposed by the Boat Safety Management Group.


Recommendation:
That the Terms of Reference for the Boat Safety Management Group, as appended to this report, be adopted by the Authority.


1
Introduction

1.1
As a result of the Formal Safety Assessment undertaken in 2003 by consultants and commissioned in response to the Broads Authority’s  obligations under the Port Marine Safety Code (PMSC), it was suggested that a lead member should be drawn from the Authority’s membership and chair a small working group tasked with particular responsibility for safety issues.

2 
Boating Safety Management Group


2.1
The Boating Safety Management Groups (BSMG) remit would be to evolve in detail the policy and processes on which the Safety Management System (SMS) is to be based.


2.2
The Terms of Reference for the BSMG have therefore been aligned to reflect    
 the requirements of the Authority in meeting their PMSC obligations (Appendix 1).


3
Next Steps


3.1 Phase 1 Safety Management System development work is being carried out by consultants and is due to be completed by the end of April.  A report on the work will be brought to a future meeting along with the annual review of incident statistics.
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APPENDIX 1

Broads Authority

 Boating Safety Management Group


Terms of Reference 

Purpose

To promote and maintain high levels of boating safety within the Navigation area and to reduce the risk to as low as reasonably practicable.

Terms of Reference

1. To oversee and supervise the production of the Safety Management System in a timely fashion.

2. To consider and make recommendations on Boating and Navigational safety.

3. To provide a consultative forum to facilitate two-way communications between the BA and other Authorities and organisations who have a vested interest in boating safety.

4. To advise on boating safety issues.

Principles

1. The group will consider boating and navigational safety issues only.

2. Members of the group may propose items for discussion at future meetings.

3. The group will produce an annual report to advise the Broads Authority, the report will:

Set out the occasions and issues on which the group have provided guidance in the preceding year;

Will indicate whom has been given advice; and

Will report on all incidents, accidents and near misses in the preceding year and any other relevant information as the group sees fit.

The advice or comments of the group will be reported to and taken into account by the appropriate committee(s) of the Authority in the decision making process and will report to Navigation Committee as a standing item.

4. The group will meet at least every two months; group and external members as required; additional meetings may be called if required for operational reasons.

Membership

1. The Chair will be appointed by the Broads Authority and will have designated responsibility for navigational safety along with relevant officers.

2. The membership will include representatives from the Navigation Committee with vested interest in safety issues in particular the hire boat industry.

3. Groups/Organisations will be entitled to appoint named substitutes in the event of their representative is unable to attend.

4. The group may in respect of any particular matter or generally invite other persons or representatives of other organisations to attend meetings of the group and participate in discussions.
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